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The society of the spectacle

… describes a highly visual culture, in which citizens had 
been reduced to consumers and spectators, in which we 
were offered a never-ending parade of spectacular 
media events, which constantly distracted us from 
mortality, pain, and what it is to be human. In the society 
of the spectacle, politics is turned into theatre, sex into 
pornography, religion into consumerism. In the society of 
the spectacle, reality TV sits next to a terrorist attack 
broadcast endlessly on the twenty-four hour news cycle, 
intermittently interrupted by advertisements for the 
latest in teeth whitening.
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The society of the spectacle

When today’s leader rejects the culture of distraction, 
she must then encounter the pain and brokenness that 
was present all along – drowned out by reality TV, 
social networking, and the constant hum of advertising. 
This is profoundly counterintuitive, but it is the true call 
of a leader.
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Revelation 4 and 5
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What ought to characterise us as people and 
as church?

Comprehensive knowledge of the Scriptures and the 
gospel of Christ to which they bear witness

Robust engagement with culture and the cultural 
narratives with which the gospel of Christ contends

Hexakosioihexekontahexaphobia!



Text – exposition, what is the text all about?

Gospel – connection, how does it fit with Jesus?

21st century – faithful response, what must we do?



What ought to characterise us as people and 
as church?

Comprehensive knowledge of the Scriptures and the 
gospel of Christ to which they bear witness

Robust engagement with culture and the cultural 
narratives with which the gospel of Christ contends

Committed participation in deep relationships and 
communities shaped by the gospel of Christ

Deeply formed character and practices that are faithfully 
responsive to the gospel of Christ
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